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Assessing your Student’s Reading 

Skills/ Promoting Comprehension 

March	  4,	  2010	  

There are other skills good readers use to 
promote comprehension.  Tutors can help 
students by asking questions from the 
following list of techniques. 

Can your student: 
• Find the main idea?   

Can	  your	  student	  verbalize/write	  what	  the	  passage	  
is	  about?	  	  	  
 

• Sequence events in the passage?   
What	  happened	  first?	  	  Second?	  	  Last?	  
 

• Make inferences? 	   
Can	  your	  student	  read	  between	  the	  lines?	  	  What	  
ideas	  does	  the	  text	  leave	  unsaid?	  	  Where	  has	  the	  
text	  led	  the	  student’s	  thinking?	  
	  

• Summarize the text?   
Can	  your	  student	  verbalize	  in	  his/her	  own	  words	  
what	  the	  text	  is	  trying	  to	  convey?	  	  This	  is	  also	  a	  
good	  opportunity	  for	  the	  student	  to	  write	  a	  
sentence	  or	  two	  to	  sum	  up	  the	  reading.	  
	  
	  

Continued on p. 2 

for copies of volunteer tutor paper 
work,  go to: 

http://www.clatsopcc.edu/info/volunteerliteracy.html	  
 
No Internet access?  Call Percy @ 
338-2557or come by the new literacy 
office in Columbia hall, Rm. 111. 
	  
 

 

TUTOR TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
The Clatsop Community college 
Library receives the El Hispanic News, 
a free weekly bilingual newspaper.  
Extra copies are available in the 
literacy office or in the library.  It 
can also be accessed on the web at 
http://www.elhispanicnews.com/ 
 
Not every article is translated, but 
the major stories are available in 
English and Spanish.  Most of the 
news comes from Portland, but 
national and international items are 
included. The English is fairly 
advanced, but all our Spanish-
speaking students may find something 
valuable in it. 

 
 
The next volunteer literacy tutor 
Appreciation Lunch will be held on 
Tuesday, April 19 from 11:30 – 1:00 
in Columbia Hall, rm. 219. Expect a 
guest speaker. Lunch menu to come.  
 
The next tutor training is tentatively 
scheduled for a date in early May. 
Expect more information later. 



Newsletter  2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read fluently?   
Rereading	  passages	  aloud	  that	  the	  student	  has	  
already	  worked	  to	  understand	  promotes	  fluency	  
and	  rhythmic	  speech.	  

 
Continued next month . .  .  .  what are 
the components of reading?  
 
 
Roberta Marlow: Profile of a Literacy 

Tutor 

Originally from eastern Oregon, Roberta 
was a teacher and librarian before her 
retirement.  During the 1990s, she also 
worked as an adjunct instructor at CCC, 
where she taught computer applications. 
Roberta began tutoring with us almost a 

year ago, in April of 2009.  When asked why, 

Roberta said that “I’m always willing to jump 

in where there’s a need.”  Placed in one of 

the most chaotic tutoring situations ever, 

Roberta teaches while her student cares 

for her toddler son and the other children 

she watches in a small home daycare.  Sound 

crazy?  What’s really crazy is that her 

student is making excellent progress, 

despite the hubbub and interruptions that 

characterize each meeting.  This victory is in 

large part due to Roberta’s commitment, 

tenacity, and patience.   

Other factors are contributing to this 

success.  Roberta’s student is using English-

language learner software that Roberta 

painstakingly learned how to use herself 

before helping her student with it.  Her 

student has acquired a home computer with 

Internet service which means she and 

Roberta can communicate bilingually 

through email.  Roberta has taken the extra 

step of learning Spanish.  Combined with the 

student’s high literacy skills in her native 

language, this arrangement continues to be 

a great learning experience for both 

Roberta and her student.  She really 

appreciates her student’s desire to learn 

and her steady progress because “anyone 

who wants to learn, I’m ready to do it.  

That’s the teacher in me.” 

 

 

 

Departmental News 
 
 
In February, Percy attended the 
Oregon Community Colleges and 
Workforce Development LIFT 
(Literacy Training for Tutors) training 
in Clackamas.  We were given a basic 
outline on what to tackle in our 
volunteer tutor trainings- 

a. Understanding Adults as 
Learners 

b. Developing Goals for Tutoring 
c. Lesson planning 
d. Learning and teaching Styles 
e. Selecting and Using Resources 
f. Using Formal and Informal 

Assessment 
g. Building relationships and 

effective Communication 
 

At our next training, we will take a 
look at a few of these topics.  Goal 
setting, lesson planning and selecting 
and using resources are important 
components of literacy tutoring.  The 
LIFT modules provide concise advice 
on all of these topics.  If you would 
like the next training to address any 
particular topic, call us with your 
request.  

There have been frustrations trying to 

communicate across the language 

barrier, but the computers, email 

exchanges and Roberta’s taking on the 

Spanish language have “exponentially 

enhanced” both parties’ experience.  

Thanks, Roberta- you really do go the 

extra mile to make this work! 

 
 

Two-thirds of the world’s 

illiterate adults are women. 

 


