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Assessing your Student’s Reading 

Skills 

February	  03,	  2010	  

Reading well is a complicated procedure.  At 
its simplest, reading is processing text into 
meaning. Getting to that point, however, 
isn’t so easy.  Below are some questions that 
you can ask your student to promote 
his/her comprehension.  These questions 
also provide the tutor with a way to assess 
how well the student understands the text.  

Can your student: 
• Activate and use prior 

knowledge to process the text?  
Talk	  before	  you	  read!	  	  What	  does	  the	  student	  know	  
about	  the	  subject?	  	  This	  is	  a	  particularly important	  
step	  for	  second-‐language	  learners. 

• Make predictions about what may 
come next?  Question	  your	  student	  
periodically-‐	  what	  might	  s/he	  expect	  to	  
happen/lead	  to	  next	  in	  the	  text? 

• Visualize information?  Visualization	  
stems	  from	  knowledge	  of	  vocabulary-‐	  can	  the	  
student	  draw	  a	  simple	  sketch	  of	  what’s	  occurring	  in	  
the	  text?	  	  If	  not,	  you	  can	  draw/help	  your	  student	  
draw	  a	  picture. 

 

Continued on p. 2 

for copies of volunteer tutor paper 
work,  go to: 

http://www.clatsopcc.edu/info/volunteerliteracy.html	  
 
No Internet access?  Call Percy @ 
338-2557or come by the new literacy 
office in Columbia hall, Rm. 111. 
	  
 

 

TUTOR TIP OF THE MONTH 
 
Some of the best teaching tools 
aren’t books, textbooks or 
workbooks, but rather authentic 
(real) materials.  Relevancy is of the 
utmost importance for our adult 
students, and by using forms, 
brochures, or coupons to teach 
English, tutors perform a double 
service for their students.  Using 
authentic materials teaches English 
and content at the same time.  Look to 
the weekly food ads, coupons, bills 
and forms as possibilities for future 
lessons with your ESL students.  

The Volunteer Literacy 
Tutor Handbook 

 
It is now available from THE VLT 
website and at the Literacy Office.  
All new tutors will be given a copy. 
If experienced tutors are interested, 
please go to our website or call and 
ask, and we’ll send you a copy.  We 
are looking for input on the info it 
contains, too.  Is it relevant?  Will it 
help new/interested volunteers?  Is 
there something we should add or 
perhaps emphasize more?  Also in the 
planning stages is a Literacy Student 
Handbook, which will be translated 
into Spanish.  Any suggestions to 
include in this are gladly welcomed. 
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For example, before beginning the text, look 
at the title, and any illustrations. ask the 
student to talk about what s/he may 
already know about the subject.  Then the 
student can make predictions about what 
may be coming next in the reading passage. 
This technique allows students to interact 
personally with what they are reading.  Of 
course, the student’s predictions may well 
be altered in some way by the new 
information.  Comprehension is encouraged, 
however, by creating an expectation in the 
student. 
 
Scan the text and choose words that may be 
new to your student.  Always discuss new 
vocabulary before starting to read or 
before asking comprehension questions.  
(Remember- if there are too many new words, 
the text is probably too difficult for the 
student.) Make lists and speak about the new 
words. Has the student created a personal 
dictionary or flashcards? Have the student 
generate original sentences with the new 
vocabulary.   
 
Ask your student questions that forces 
them back to the text.  Many poor/beginning 
readers think that referring back is a point 
of weakness, not strength. 
 
continued next month . .  .  .  
 
Leslie Hayner: Profile of a Literacy 

Tutor 

This month’s tutor profile features Leslie 
Hayner.  She has been tutoring for about six 
months, and unfortunately (for us and her 
student), she is soon moving out of state.  
It’s Oregon’s loss, and California’s gain.  
Leslie has already located a literacy 
program at her new home and will be 
seeking a new student. “I'm so thrilled that I 
found the literacy program even if it has 
been for a short time.  I really care about it 
so I've got to stay involved wherever I am.”  
She has been meeting her student in Seaside 
at the library. They have put in a lot of 
practice with verb tenses, pronunciation, 
conversation, and other practical 
information.  Leslie’s student is awaiting 
word that he has been accepted to receive 
his first credit card which he applied for 
under Leslie’s tutelage. 

Leslie is worried about leaving Adan 
without a tutor.  She wishes she had 
another six months with him because “he’d 
probably be ready to leave the nest at that 
point,” she says. 

 Departmental News 
 
Last month, The Volunteer 
Literacy Program received a $3800 
grant from The Autzen Foundation 
to purchase English-language 
learner software for the literacy 
program!  The Autzen Foundation 
has provided funding to purchase 
14 Rosetta Stone licenses, 
including one license each for 
Levels 4 and 5, something CCC 
doesn’t yet have.  Now we are 
looking for funding to purchase 5 
additional laptops on which to 
load the software.  Wish us luck.  
We will be approaching the 
Technology Committee here at the 
college to ask for funding. 
 
Thirteen tutors (both new and 
practicing) attended the 1/27/10 
tutor training.  In the last month 5 
new volunteers have signed up!  
Look for the next training to be 
held sometime in April.  Also stay 
tuned for notice of the next tutor 
appreciation lunch, perhaps in 
March before Spring Break. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adan was very nervous and shy when 
he first entered the program, but now 
his great sense of humor and winning 
personality have emerged because he 
has relaxed so much with his tutor.  
Leslie’s own sense of humor and 
dedication to her student has brought 
about many positive changes for Adan. 
We are actively looking for his next 
tutor to continue her great work.  If 
you know of anyone who can meet 
Thursday nights in Seaside, let us 
know.  We can’t thank you enough, 
Leslie, and if you ever come back to the 
North Coast, we’ve got work for you! 

  
 




